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>ublic hearing to be held on“péfrc lorate

y Mary Manning
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Las Vegas residenls are complaining
il they have been ignored by a national
srchlorate  conference under way Lhis
eek in Ienderson to inform scientisis
1d stakcholders aboul the rocket-fuel
wosler present in water.

The solid-fue! oxidizer perchlorate — a
il that dissolves in water — has been
iscovered in the waler supplies of four

Western stales, including Las Vegas’
drinking water.

The Colorado River contamination could
affect 23 million people drawing waler Lo
drink and grow crops.

“Where is the public?” biologist Larry
Paulson asked as 200 experls gathered
Tuesday al the IHenderson Convention
Center. Their three-day forum is designed
to sort out an array of facts gathered on
the chemical in the past year.

In an effori to answer the public’s ques-
tions, the Defense Department and the Lin-
vironmental Protection Agency have
scheduled a public hearing from 7 to 9 Lo-
night at the Ilenderson Conventlon Cen-
ter, 200 Waler St.

Robert Hall, director of the Nevada En-
vironmental Coalition, said lie was con-
cerned Lhat scientists aren’t studying other
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ways that perchlorate can enter
the body, such as through
showers or swimming.

While perchlorate can affect
human thyroid glands, scien-
tists don't know whether it
stunts growth in children or
causes birth defects at the low
levels found in California, Ne-
vada, Arizona and Utah water.

California scientists learned
last year how to measure chem-
ical levels at parts per billion.
That amounts to a single grain
of sand tossed into an Olympic-
sized swimming pool.

“Perchlorate has impacted
Nevada significantly and came
on our radar screen very sud-
denly,” Allen Biaggi, deputy ad-
ministrator of the Nevada Divi-
sion of Environmental Protec-
tion, said.

Some information will be-
come available in September
when the resulls of eight stud-
ies Lo determine the chemical’s
impacl are released. Early evi-
dence from treating patients of
Grave’s disease in Lthe 1950s in-
dicate the effects of perchlorate
replacing iodine in the thyroid
and changing white blood cells.

Southern Nevada hosted two
plants near [Ilenderson that
made ammonium perchlorate
for missiles and space shuttles
from the 1950s. The American
Pacific Corp.'s facility blew up
in 1988, and operalions were
moved to outlside Cedar Cily,
Utah. A report released at the
mcctmg claims that the com-
pany is not the cause of a
stream of perchiorate that is
draining into Lake Mead.
,.Kerr-McGee Corp. is building
an evaporation pond and
searching for a way to stop the
shallow underground stream of

Perchlorate in Western states

Perchlorate, a rocket fuel oxidizer,
drinking supplies in four Western stales. Health eifects are nol known.
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perchlorate-laced water from
reaching Southern Nevada’s
drinking water, Pat Corbett,
manager of the local plant,
said. The pond should be ready
al the end of the summer.

Both companies have cooper-
ated with the Nevada Division
of Environmental Protection,
Brenda Pohlmann said. She is
in charge of corrective action
for the state.

Representatlives of five In-
dian tribes living along the Col-
orado River said they worry
about drinking-water supplies,
whether fish eaten by the
tribes contain perchlorate and
whether the chemical aflects
crops.

“Our children practically live
in the river's waters,” Earl
Hawes, Quechan Indian tribe
environmental project man-
ager, said. The Quechans live
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in Yuma, Ariz., where the river
slows Lo a Lrickle because of up-
stream demands.

fnough  lettuce is  raised
there to serve eight heads of
the lealy vegelable to every
man, woman and child in the
United States, he said.

“If you eat lettuce, it was wa-
tered by the Colorado,” he
noted,
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